Willamette Wine Tasters

February 21, 2008

Host – Greg Bunnell

The Theme – Merlot/Magnum Two-Ways/Vertical Tasting

Columbia Valley, Washington

Napa Valley, California

Pre-Wines – Marsanne from Northern Rhone
A.  2001 Chapoutier St. Joseph “Les Granits” Blanc ($75-100)
B.  2002 JL Chave Hermitage Blanc ($130-200)
The First Flight

1.  1999 Silverado Vineyards Merlot (Magnum Part 1) ($60)
2.  2000 Silverado Vineyards Merlot (Magnum Part 1) ($60)
3.  2000 Leonetti Cellar Merlot ($70-135)
4.  2001 Leonetti Cellar Merlot ($70-130)
The Second Flight

5.  1999 Silverado Vineyards Merlot (Magnum Part 2)
6.  2000 Silverado Vineyards Merlot (Magnum Part 2)
7.  2002 Leonetti Cellar Merlot ($65-110)
8.  2003 Leonetti Cellar Merlot ($75-105)
Dessert Wine

1.  1997 Rene Renou Cuvee Anne ($60) with a Raspberry Poppy Seed Cake  
The Food

Three-Cheese Semolina from La Brea Bakery

Rice Crisps

Garlic Naan

Pork Pate de Campagne

Smoked Oysters

Genoa and Hard Salami

Montchevre Goat Cheese

Double Gloucester from England

Aged Cheddar Cheese from Ireland

Extra Creamy Danish Blue Cheese from Denmark

Double Crème Brie Cheese

Ratings
	Wine
	Robert Parker
	Wine Spectator
	Wine Enthusiast

	2001 Chapoutier Les Granits
	94
	N/R
	N/R

	2002 Chave Hermitage Blanc
	90
	94
	N/R

	1999 Silverado Merlot
	N/R
	87
	89

	2000 Silverado Merlot
	N/R
	85
	90

	2000 Leonetti Merlot
	89
	92
	91

	2001 Leonetti Merlot
	90
	92
	92

	2002 Leonetti Merlot
	N/R
	91
	92

	2003 Leonetti Merlot
	95
	89
	93

	1997 Rene Renou
	95
	87
	N/R


Professional Reviews
2001 Chapoutier “Les Granits” Blanc


RP
The light gold-colored 2001 St.-Joseph Les Granits represents the essence 


of minerals, peaches, and a note reminiscent of Grand Marnier liqueur. 


Subtle yet full-bodied and concentrated with awesome length (the finish 


lasts nearly 40 seconds), this is a terrific example of what can be achieved. 

Like every vintage made to date, it is undoubtedly the best white wine of 


the St.-Joseph appellation. These uncompromising offerings from a young 


genius are not meant for consumers who want something to drink 



immediately. They are the essence of bio-dynamically farmed vineyard 


sites cropped incredibly low, given extended fermentations with 



indigenous yeasts, and rarely touched until they go into the bottle unfined 


and unfiltered. In most vintages, the wines are not even racked off their 


lees, which only adds to their natural style. These are truly remarkable 


wines, but for most readers, patience is the operative rule as they generally 

need a good 8-10 years to strut their stuff. Once moribund, over the last 12 

years, this firm has become one of the reference points for nearly all the 


Rhone Valley appellations since the brash yet immensely talented Michel 


Chapoutier took over in the late eighties. The single vineyard offerings are 

as good as Rhone Valley wines can be. Moreover, Chapoutier continues to 

upgrade the quality of those wines offered in more significant 



quantities than the 500 or so cases each of the single vineyard offerings.
2002 JL Chave Hermitage Blanc


RP
The 2002 Hermitage Blanc exhibits abundant amounts of acacia flowers, 


honeyed citrus, and a hint of orange marmalade in a ripe, elegant, 



medium-bodied style. Because of its low acidity, it is best consumed 


during its first 5-7 years of life. What Chave accomplished in the 



extremely challenging 2002 vintage is unquestionably noteworthy. Not 


because of tiny yields and small grapes, but due to Chave’s decision to 


eliminate every grape except the very best, 2002 is a small crop.


WS
Lovely notes of lemon curd, crème fraîche, bitter almond and dried peach 


and pineapple run through a long, creamy finish. As beautiful as the 


flavors are, the texture and drive through the finish are even better. Really 


gorgeous feel.
1999 Silverado Vineyards Merlot

WS  
Well structured, centered around ripe currant, dill, mustard seed and cedary oak pencil lead, turning dry with firm, integrated tannins.  Drink through 2007.

WE  
Good , rich and earthy, a dark, full bodied wine with olive, earth, tobacco and plum flavors and dense but accessible tannins.  Might soften and improve with a few years in the 

2000 Silverado Vineyards Merlot

WS 
Balanced with fleshy herb, tobacco, sage and dusty berry folding in with some new shoe leather, finishing with a medley of complex flavors.  Drink through 2008.

WE
Soft and supple in the mouth, with ripe blackberries and spiced plums joined by smoky oak.  Firms up on the finish showing some rough edges, but still an excellent effort from a challenging vintage.

2000 Leonetti Cellar Merlot

RP
Surprisingly demure for a wine, the nose reveals dark berries and spices.  Red currants, cherries, and raspberries can be found in the light to medium bodied wine.

WS
Almost light in texture, remarkably supple and appealing for its chocolate-scented berry flavors, which pick up intensity on the smooth finish.  More elegant and subtle than most prior vintages, although less powerful.

WE
This is a fine effort with its showy mix of red fruits, berry and pomegranate flavors dominating.  Though immediately delicious, it is less meaty and muscular than the previous vintage.  It’s all about sweet, forward fruit, backed with soft, pleasing tannins.

2001 Leonetti Cellar Merlot

RP
Cedar spices dominate on the nose.  A well structured, medium bodied wine, offering loads of blackberry flavors.

WS
Bright and generous.  A lively mouthful of blackberry, currant and floral aromas and flavors, picking up a fresh earth quality as the finish lingers.  Shows less oak than earlier vintages and gorgeous fruit.

WE
This may be less oaky and more fruit driven than prior vintages, which means it is more food ready and probably built for a longer lifetime.  The fruit is perfectly ripe, concentrated and spicy with exceptional length and precision.  Very young and compact, this is an extraordinary Merlot.  World class.

2002 Leonetti Cellar Merlot
WS
Round and open textured, an elegant, harmonious red with black currant, wild berry and plum flavors at the center, shaded with cedary, spicy notes as the flavors linger against polished tannins.
WE
Firm and muscular, this Merlot delivers powerful, concentrated red currant, cherry and berry fruit, tightly wrapped and resonant.  Young and compact, the wine just begins to hint at the complexity it contains, with notes of herb, leaf and barrel spice.  Good weight and concentration, plus exceptional length and precision.
2003 Leonetti Cellar Merlot
RP
Though not a big fan of the 2002 (not rated), I was enraptured by the 2003 offering.  Chocolate, cassis liqueur, cherries jubilee, spices and violets are found in the magnificent aromatics.  This concentrated gem slathers the palate with black raspberries, spices, copious quantities of cherries, and blackberries the envelope its significant tannin.

WS
Tangy stuff, with a lifted note in the aromas and a gamy edge to the juicy wild berry and earthy spice flavors, framed with spice oak on the jazzy finish.

WE
Intense and concentrated, this puts to rest any notion that Merlot is incapable of making real wine.  The flavors are smooth and chocolaty, the mouthfeel liquorous, ripe and lush.  High toned fruits and flowers slide into the mellow tannins, all resolving in a super ripe, decadently rich finish.
1997 Rene Renou Bonnezeaux Cuvee Anne

RP
It offers superb aromatics of almonds and flowers as well as an oily-textured character of impeccable purity and precision. This is a stunning, medium-to-full-bodied wine, offering massive density and ripeness, exquisite balance, as well as multidimensional layers of apricots, mangoes, quince, and spices.

WS
Fresh and balanced, this clean, late-harvest white offers an appealing mix of fresh apple, honey and dried apricot flavors that are sweet but still refreshing.

